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MCUL EVP la pine to lead league of southeastern credit unions
Tallahassee, Fla. (June 29, 2009) – Patrick La Pine has been named the new President/CEO of the League of Southeastern Credit Unions.  La Pine, from the Michigan Credit Union League (MCUL), was tapped to serve as the first CEO of this newly created organization after an extensive executive search performed by Credit Union Employment Resources. La Pine served as MCUL’s Executive Vice President of Association Services.
The League of Southeastern Credit Unions is the result of a consolidation between the Florida and Alabama credit union leagues.  La Pine will replace retiring CEOs Guy Hood of the Florida Credit Union League and Gary Wolter of the Alabama Credit Union League.

“Guy and Gary have led their respective leagues with competency and perseverance in these difficult and uncertain economic times that have hit our region particularly hard,” noted Mary Wood, executive search committee chair.  “At a time when fiscal responsibility has never been more critical, the two have handled the consolidation of these two strong credit union organizations with stellar leadership.”

“While Patrick has big shoes to fill, we are confident that he will continue to follow through with the vision set forth by his predecessors and lead our organization to the next level,” Wood continued. “We were extremely impressed with Patrick’s credentials. He has a proven track record and is an experienced credit union leader.  It became clear early on that he was the right candidate to lead our organization.”

As executive vice president of association services at MCUL, La Pine managed the governmental affairs, education, public affairs, information services and membership relations functions of MCUL. 

Additionally, La Pine serves as executive director of the CURE Defense Fund, which was formed by MCUL to engage in ongoing extraordinary defense strategies to promote the credit union movement, in both the legal and legislative arenas as well as conduct various issue advocacy activities to promote and advance common interests of the credit union movement.

La Pine came to MCUL in January 1999 from the Michigan House of Representatives, where he served for more than four years as legislative assistant to State Representative Agnes Dobronski (D-Dearborn). Prior to working for Rep. Dobronski, Patrick was a Staff Assistant to former U.S. Senator Don Riegle, Jr. (D-MI).  

La Pine holds a Bachelor of Science degree in political science from Michigan State University and a Master's degree in public administration from the University of Michigan.  

In March 2007, Michigan Governor Jennifer Granholm appointed La Pine to the Ferris State University Board of Trustees.  His term runs through December 31, 2014.

(The Alabama Credit Union League represents the state's 147 credit unions and their 1.7 million members. Credit unions are not-for-profit financial institutions providing affordable financial services to people from all walks of life.)

(The Florida Credit Union League is a Tallahassee, Florida-based statewide trade association offering a myriad of services focused on meeting the current and future needs of Florida's credit unions. It is the mission of the Florida Credit Union League to ensure an operating environment in which credit unions will thrive.)
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