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Sarasota Coastal Credit Union initiated the First Annual Classroom Improvement Grant program offering money for educators so that they might provide programs that would benefit the students in their schools. The credit union had 27 applicants and chose two for the $600 grants. 
One winning project will teach students at Sarasota County Technical Institute how to manage personal finances. Computer simulations will be used to teach the students, providing knowledge they can use throughout their lifetimes. The other project will be used to purchase books for Tara Elementary School’s “Tara Trades Books” program. This program will encourage students to read and provide books for them to read each morning before classes. Due to the success of this program, four $600 grants will be offered this year.  
